THW KAULY  KINGDOMS                              81
its name from " Edwinshurgh ", still it is probable that
his power was in fact established as for as the Forth. He
also drove the Britons of Strathclyde away to the west of the
Yorkshire hills. Having thus made his northern and wes-
tern borders sate, he made an ally of Kent by his marriage
with Kthelburga, Mercia and East Anglia were friendly,
Wcssex was hostile, but was eonqucred and forced to accept
him as overlord. He was thus the most powerful ruler
Knjjland had seen. He even extended his authority by
building a fleet, which commanded the Irish sea and gave
him control of the islands of Man and Anglesey*
That this great king had become a Christian no doubt
helped the cause of Christianity in England, but his Chris-
tianity did not help Kdwiu. All who remained heathen
were set against him, and when Edwin accepted a religion
that preached pence rather than a sword, his foes thought
he \vus growing weak and unwarlike. An alliance was
formed against him by Pendu, the heathen King of Mereia,
who, calling in to his aid Cadwallon, King of Gwynedd
(the Hnowdonian district of Wales), overcame Edwin's
army at Hcathjkldl in fiJW (see p. iiii). Edwin fell in the
battle*
Now followed a long struggle between Northumbria and
Mercia which ended in the triumph of Mercia, Penda Triumph
conquered East Anglia, and joined it to his Midland King-
dam. He was then faced by a joint attack from Northumbria
(where Oswald ruled) and Wcssex, but he defeated Oswald
at the great fight at Mascrfidd in 642 (p. 23), His Nor-
thumbrian foe was now weakened by a quarrel between
its own people (the rival houses of Bernicia and Deira).
It was not till Oswy united the two factions that he could
withstand Penda, and in 655 Oswy won a complete victory
at Whiwacdjldd (possibly near Leeds)*
With Penda fell heathendom; but the cause of Mercia
survived. Just as Northumbria had been weakened by
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